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Members and friends of the “Birkie™ Bowling Club | am very pleased to have
the honour and privilege of being vour President during our Golden Jubilee

beason,

Preparations for our historic vear commenced just afrer the Annual General
Meeting of 2002, A sub committee of twelve had been selected to orgamise the
events etc. for celebrating our special anniversary, Now as the season is fast
approaching I believe we have most things in place to make it memorable in
CVETY Way,

[ sincerely hope everyone who takes part in our celebrarions enjoy themselves.

Sincere thanks are extended for the good work and accomplishments carried
out by the sub committee over the past rwo years.

I cannot tell you who will be organising the events for our Seventy Fifth
Anniversary however | do know they will have something to live up o

because, — like good wine, — our Bowling Club improves as it gets older.

Mike Dunning - President Muirbead & Birkhill Boweling Club



As Junior Vice President of the Scottish
Bowling Association it is really an
honour EI:]F me to h-{.' .':I:ii-::.'t' 8] e a t.‘l."".'n-'
waords for the Golden Jubilee of the
“Birkie” Bowling Club. Fifty vears is a
long time in life, but short in bowling
terms. “Birkie” is the voungest of the 30
clubs | council for, as District Secrerary,
in Angus,

Yes, mavbe the voungest in vears, burt
one of my strongest in bowling ability,
especially in the Ladies section. Their
achievements, in and our of the county
are huge, as shown on other pages of
this booklet.

Your President on the opposite page remarks thar, like good wine, the
bowling club improves as it gets older. The Scortish Bowling Association has
912 private clubs in the association, with 390 over 100 years old and Angus
must have the biggest share of aged clubs in the Scotrish Bowling
Association. In Angus alone I have one club 150 years old, tour clubs 140
vears old, 6 clubs 130 vears old, four clubs 120 vears old, 2 clubs 100 years
old, and the rest running between 50 and 100 years. 5o there is a lor of
good wine there,

Part of the success of “Birkie™ lies with the longevity of its officials.

| don't like naming persons in my few words as I know many people must
have put in a lor of work over the years to make “Birkie™ what it is today.
However, in my capacity as District Secretary, 75% of my contact with the
clubs is with the Match Secretaries. You had Alex Kidd for 14 vears &
Eddie Mason for 11 vears, which combined, is half the club’s lifetime. It
can't be an easy job, especially with all the club’s compertitions (20 in all);
some going. Withour willing boys like them, the Club wouldn’t function and
I am sure some of the younger membership will be there when vou celebrarte
your 100th Anniversary.

So to all at “Birkie” - - - A Happy 50th Anniversary

(My wvsual ending) - Win with Pride, Lose with Dignity,
Remember nobody’s bigger than the club

I H Bell, Junior Vice President, Scottish Bowling Association



Crive me strength for today and bope for tomorrow

Authors Note

When the idea came to create this booklet it apptan‘:d that the rask would

nat be (00 onerous. How wrong can you be?

Unformunately a lot of the informarion that would have made this work
entirely comprehensive is not available. In some respects this can be pur
down o insufficient records covering major events or perhaps it is the way
current society views the conservation of this type of marerial. As a
consequence some “Artistic Licence™ has been used to fill in the gaps and |
sincercly hope that all readers will enjoy the experience.

With this in mind 1 would make the comment that any mistake omission or
lack of acknowledgement is entirely accidental and give my apologies
unreservedly o any person who may feel implicared in such.

Additionally 1 would exhort all who read this booklet to become more
rigorous in keeping marerial which may have potental for use in later years.

With a view to the furure, and further anniversaries, our club has now
created an archive in which all contributions will be deposited. The club will
be delighted 1o receive all such items.

To gather the information has required a grear deal of efforr, and time, on
the part of the contributors and the author. It is therefore my duty to thank
everyvone who assisted, in any way, towards the successful conclusion of this
work.

Thanks must also be given to all who tock advertising space thereby enabling
the bookler to be of a higher grade publication than may have been possible

otherwise.

Ken Jolmstan



Francis Drake (on Plyimouth Hoe when told the Spanish were

approaching): The Armada can wait, but my bowls cannot,
A history of the beginnings of the game of Bowls

Probably the earliest evidence of a bowls-like game was found in the
nineteen thirties in Egypt. In the grave of a child, there were implements thar
dared back to 3,200 BC which were allegedly used for a primitive form of
the game.

Roman soldiers introduced it ro the countries thar they colonised and it
spread through Europe, including Britain. In the 11th and 12th centuries, the
game of ‘jactu lapidum’ (throwing the stone) was popular.

It is likely that the name ‘jack’ for the object ball in the modern game came
from this source.

Earlier bowls were made of iron (cannon balls?) and stone, then wood. At
thar time it was a game of contact, with a rarger rather like marbles.

In later years this was not considered subtle enough so, ro make it more
difficult, bias was introduced. The bias was achieved by purtting weights into
holes drilled into the wooden bowl and rthis made them roll on a curve
towards the target. There is a story about Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk,
shattering a stone bow! during a game plaved at Goole in mid-16th century.
On going indoors 1o fetch another, he spotted the newel at the foor of a
staircasc and decided to saw it off. When he resumed the game to play with
the newel it showed new characreristics by running on a curve.

Thar this was the origin of bias makes a good story however unlikely. What
is true is thar, wirth the introduction of bias, the game of bowls was altered.

It changed from a game of contact to one of proximity and tactics.



Far the Rich and Famous only?

In England, from 1561 ro 1844, the Srare declared bowls illegal tor
‘commoners’ to play but it remained legal for the nobility. The reason given
was that it interfered with archery pracrice! This act was repealed only in the
reign of Queen Victoria. There was a similar prohibition in Scotland during
the reign of King James V1 but it applied to the playing of golf as it was
stated thar this game was conflicting with archery pracrice.

Drake’s famous bowls march against Hawkins on 19th July 1588, before
tackling and defearing the Spanish Armada, was played on Plymouth Hoe
over rough dirr ground more in the style of the French game of boule or
petangue. It was legal for Drake and Hawkins to play since they were both
noblemen.

Wooden bowls excavated from the Plymouth Hoe area were found to be
biased so the game was moving on. It suffered a setback with the Dissolution
of the Monasteries in the middle of the 16th century but was kepr alive in
public houses and inns.

In Scotland, the earliest recorded green was at Holyrood Palace where King
James V1 and 1 of England (1566-1625) competed wi th friends for small
srakes.

Although bowling in Scotland was a more democrartic game than in England
with less State interference, closer analysis indicares thart its parncipation was
confined to the middle and higher ranks of Scowish society. Abour 1730
Scottish bowling was described as *chiefly a favourite with the graver order
of citizens”. In the 19th century, when the game of bowls became legal for all
to play, it lost its respectability and was rowdy, drunken and even violent.

Bowls had developed slowly from a primitive game of contact to one of
proximiry by rolling a biased bowl along the ground rowards a targer ball.
Weights in bowls became illegal and bias was accomplished by shaping the
tread of the bowl eccentrically. Ar this stage there were no standardised Rules
or Laws of the game and this is where Scotland comes importantly into the
sTOrY.



Jel | | I il 1 reet, Show me .EH.! | !.f'flru'l FeIenmber,

e and [ el learn

In 1848, at a meeting of 200 clubs in Glasgow, an abortive attempt was
made to torm a national body.,

However, a small commirtee (that mer in 1849) was formed to look at
standardisation of laws for the game. The committee’s secretary, W W
Mitchell, a Glasgow lawver, drew up a complete code of laws thar was
adopred by the West of Scotland clubs and was adhered to for many years.
This Manual of Laws was published in 1864.

A second attempt to form a national body was made in 1889 and this time it
was successful.

The Scouish Bowling Association was born in Glasgow in September 1892
with James Brown as secretary. Mirchell's Rules were revised and altered,
resulting in the Manual of Bowls, published in 1892,

Thus it was the Scors who introduced the modern game of bowls to the
world. The Scots laid flat greens of sea-washed wirl, divided these into rinks,
surrcunded them by ditches and introduced ‘touchers’ into the game.

In 1893 a standard bowl made by Thomas Taylor, Bow]l Maker, Glasgow,
and described as being a little under No.3 Bias, was produced and accepred.

Travelling Scors (sailors, soldiers, and merchants) took their game around the
world like the Roman Army had before them. In this way it spread to be
played by the countries of the Empire, now the Commonwealch.

Today, there are 914 clubs in the Scottish Bowling Association with
approximately 68,000 bowlers and the game of bowls is played in 34 other
countries worldwide.

Compiled by Denis M Naulty of Fairfield Bowling Cluls
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The Muirhead & Birkhill Recreation Park

In the beginning, circa 1949, there were a few local people who decided to
creare an Amenity Park for use by the populations of the Muirhead and
Birkhill villages. It seems a Mr David § Moyes, the local Schoolmaster, was
one of the prime suspects regarding the generation of the idea.

It therefore seems likely that separate groups with particular interests would
have been brought together in the first instance and then left to develop
independently thereafter. This is born out by Messrs Moyes etc. continuing
to be involved i.e. part of the first committee set up by the Bowling Club.

A locarion was pinpointed, fundraising commenced, negotiations took place,
and agreement was reached with a landowner and the local council. The
local estates of Stoneygroves, farmed by the Clavhills Henderson family,
were also benefacrors in that they supplied a field ar preferential raves.

It is not quite clear whether the facilities/equipment which were to be in the
park had been finally decided upon at this stage. It seems more likely that
the people behind the project would have raken the view that any
facilities/’equipment they would wish for would have ro be provided by local
fundraising/efforr made by the people with a particular interest in that

amenity.

Indeed it appears thar the first addition to the park was a Football Pitch and
that the second was the Tennis Court. At some point along the line
Children’s Play Equipment was sourced bur it is not clear when these

additions were made.

In this way, ground to begin the process of building a Bowling Green was
procured, and the hard work of the members, which has epitomised our club
over the vears, began.

10



F T F a
Prablenmrs become opportunities

the right people come together
The Formaton of our Club

Although the idea of providing the villages of Muirhead and Birkhill with a
bowling green had obviously been stated carlier, the first written evidence
found in the club’s records so far is in a “Historical Note™ by Mr A Brown, a
furure Chairman and President of the Bowling Club, dated 22 Seprember
1952,

The Village's Recreation Commirtee; (the local voluntary body), represented
the village in talks with Monifieth District Council with the purpose of the
development of a “Playing Field™, (football pitch, tennis court) for the

COMIMUnIty.

Ar their Annual General Meeting under the chair of Mr David 5 Moyes the
local school headmaster, it was decided that the “policy of the Committee
for the ensuing year should be directed towards the provision of a bowling
green for the village™. Ar this public meeting, Mr Moyes then explained that
the proceeds of the following Summer Fete (organised by this voluntary
commirttee), as well as donations from various affiliared bodies such as the
MNational Playing Fields Associarion, would be used for this purpose.

The “people of the village with bowling interests™ had, at a public meeting in
the Ex-Servicemans hut on the 03 November 1952, elected the following on
to a committee to see if the idea of forming a bowling club was practicable.

Those elected were; Mrs Stephens, Mrs Stewart and Messrs A Brown, A
Cant, A Falconer, R Scorr and | Stewart.

Four days later ar a meering in the school, Mr A Brown was elected the
proposed bowling club’s convenor and representative to the Recreation
Committee.

11



ot weorkine towards a contmon goal

In order to obtain a reliable indication of the amount of support that such a
scheme would receive in the community, it was decided ro “canvas the
village™ offering membership of the proposed club ar 5/- (shillings) a year
until a green was available for play. After this ime the difference berween
the amount paid and thirty shillings would be due from those who wished to
remain members.

It was also agreed at this meeting that, if a minimum of 80 members were
forthcoming, the Muirhead and Birkhill Bowling Club would be formed. The
response to this market-research exercise revealed that a potenual 180
members had expressed interest in the scheme.

Thus, on 08 December 1952, the Muirhead and Birkhill Bowling Club was
initiared. At a public meering of the club in Muirhead Hall on 11 February
1953, at the suggestion of Mr D Moves, the bowling club elecred new

members to its body and formed both a “Green™ commirtree and a “Social”

commities,

Those newly elected members were; Mrs Gonella, Mrs Jeffrey, Councillor
Geddes and Messrs Hampron, Robertson, Hastie, Moves, Baggesen,
Johnston and Wilson.

The cost of the bowling green was estimated to be in the region of £1,000 -
£1.200, While it is difficult to relate this amount to present day figures, as
this was before the introduction of a rerail price-index, it may be in the
order of £40.000 o £30,000, a not inconsiderable sum.

According to the figures referred to by Mr Hastie at this meering, the
financial cost could be offser somewhart “if free use of excavaror plant could
be obrained, and, provided local volunteers were forthcoming™.

12



As borh the Minure Books and Mrs Gonella (one of our founder members)
relared many of the members were “well-wishers”. They did nor intend o
play however their membership highlighted the degree of community interest
and backing for this project. The club had considerable “manpower™ to draw
upon as the following rable illustrares.

Breakdown of Club Membership according to Residence

Ladies Gents Toral

1953 | 1954 [ 1955 | 1953 | 1954 [ 1955 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955

Birkhill 27 27 23 56 56 39 83 B3 62

Muirhead 26 20 16 69 39 28 95 79 44

Ourwith 0 2 2 13 19 13 13 21 15

Totals 53 49 | 41 138 | 134 | 80 | 191 | 183 | 121

{Adapred from Minure Book entry: 14 March 1956)

At the end of April 1953, Mr D Moyes announced that Mr A S Briggs of
Lundie Castle, a prominent businessman, had heard of the village’s efforts
and had given:

{a) An immediate gifr of £100.

(b} A promise of all possible mechanical assistance in levelling the
bowling green site and supplying drainage borroming.

{c) A promise of a further gift of £150 when the club had by its own
initiative, collected a similar amounr, provided such a sum is
collecred before December of this vear.

Also noted as a generous financial contributer was Mrs Dippy who, in earlier
vears had been proprietor of the local Post Office, which ar thar time, had
been located in whart is now Hope Cortrage.

However, along with the money, *In Kind” donarions (such as Knowledge,
Tractor & Bogie, and Hard Labour) were what made the project viable.

13



Ihase wha savy it canmot be done

v interrupted by those who are doing it

When reading the minute book it comes to mind that, along with the
indigenous people of the locality, many of the “Leading Lights” originally
interested in forming a club had either came from Aberdeenshire to find
work in Liff Hospiral or returned from India and had chosen this area to live
in during retirement.

Considerable time and effort was put in by members in regard to the
construction of the green itself. Many of the members used their professional
skills to help reduce the financial burden of the project. Mr Hasne, an
architect, drew up the plans for the green itself as well as plans for a
proposed pavilion and whose services were valued ar £240,

By July 1954, the “hard labour™ members had pur in a “rotal of 760 man-
hours”. A Mr Campbell and a Mr Jim McDonald are mennoned, Mr
Campbell for the Cement Work and Jim McDonald for a variety of rasks.
There must have been many others whose names do not appear but who no
doubr contributed as much if not more.

The second Annual General Meenng (23 March 1955) also pays tribute to
this degree of self-help that was invested in this fashion as the entry states;
“Mr Brown thanked all members and a few non-members, who assisted at
the green during the summer.

It was a great efforr. On 42 evenings, members worked a further 743 hours,
and this represented at least £100 in labour™.

The “value™ of this effort to the club’s finances can be shown in the
following exrracr:

1953 Balance £203-13-05p

1954 Expenditure £127-04-11p

Balance £76-08-06p

Add 1954 Income £111-14-04p
1954 Balance £188-02-10p

14



Fundraising Fundraising Fundraising

Work on the green had started in the first week of May 1953 and a
considerable number, and variety, of fund raising methods were tried prior 1o
and also while the acrual work was taking p!ar:e.

These ranged from; Whist Drives, Raffles, {including one for a TV set which,
in the mid-50s, was quite a valuable prize), to Summer and Christmas Fairs
and a number of “Concerts™.

One such congert, that included fiddlers and an exhibition of Scottish
Country Dancing as well as other examples of Scorrish culmre, was held on
29 January 1954,

That 144 people attended this concert (which made a profit of over twelve
pounds) is not only indicative of the level of support in the local community,
but, perhaps is also reflective of a form of rural/communal entertainment
that has been in decline due to the growrh of relevision and home
entertainment.

These concerts were designed for the “family™ with a reduced price for
children. Contemporary attitudes towards the social behaviour and conrtrol
of children - on the old adage that “children should be seen, but not heard”
may be reflected in their foornote from the meering previous to the concerr;
“On the behaviour of the children at this concert will depend furure
availability of reduced price tickers™.

Concerts were also held by the Muirhead & Birkhill Amateur Dramatic
Society, these again indicative of the village resident’s determination to
provide their own entertainment and pastimes.

Another tvpe of concert was organised by Mrs Gonella who, in the
recruitment of most of the artists, was ably assisted by the well known
violinist Ron Gonella. One of the more noted artists (a young girl ar thae
time) was the well known actress Leslic Mackie. This being in her formative
vears before fame as an actress came; Miss Mackie danced and gave
recitations.

15
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The retvards r:}rl,l‘-?'fr.’.l?-cf.:rh.fj!

The fruits of all this effort, by Spring of 1955, saw the Bowling Club’s
Committee start to consider the organisational arrangements for the
“Opening of the Green”. As the opening of the Bowling Green was
“considered an event of general interest as well as Bowling Club interest™
arrangements would be co-ordinated with the village's Recreation
Committee.

For his generosity, Mr Briggs was voted Honorary President of the Bowling
Club. Despite being a non-player, Mr Briggs also gifted to the club irs first
trophy in the form of the “Briggs Challenge Cup™ at the start of the club’s

first season. It was decided that Mr A § Briggs conduct the formal opening
and that it be held, in the afternoon, on Saturday 28 May 1955,

As seen on pages 23 1o 27 contemporary press phortographs of this event
show a well attended event, a minute book entry refers to “a minimum of
2007 to be catered for. This formidable task was undertaken by lady
members of the club, such as Mrs Cant, Mrs Paul, Mrs Robertson and many
others. Mrs Gonella well remembered the effort made as she “never seemed
to stop baking”.

As part of the festivities “representatives” from the under nored clubs were
invited o play some of our members;

Baxter Park Bowling Club Lochee Bowling Club
Broughty Castle Bowling Club Strathmartine Bowling Club
Invergowrie Bowling Club Newtyle Bowling Club

The results of these games are not mentioned however it is noted thar all
who ook part thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Relarionships with these clubs have stood the test of time, for example, we
currently have an Annual Challenge march, for the Bobby Cadden Trophy,
with Broughty Castle Bowling Club. This trophy was donared by Jean
Cadden in memory of her husband, the well known rose grower, who had
been a member of both clubs at different times in his life.
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What they aspired to




Mr A 5 Briges addresses the gathering

Mr D § Moves addreszes the gathering



Mr A 5 Briggs throws the first Wood on the green
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Every person is the architect of his cwn character

The design of the Club Crest is often debated. Nevertheless it seems fairly
certain that the legend of the instigation of the Estate of Camperdown (not
to be confused with the later, and somewhat more famous naval gentleman
who won the Battle of Camperdown) seems the most likely given that the
local Headmaster was one of the early driving forces for the club.

Folklore has it that when people won bartles for their King they were
rewarded with land and how this particular estate (the Camperdown Estate)
came about was no exceplion.

The amount of land constituting these estates was decided by a variety of
means but the folklore says that the area of Camperdown Estate was decided
by releasing a Falcon.

The amount of land to be secured as part of the estate was to be dependant
on the stamina or veracity of a bird i.e. the North, South, East and West
extremiries of the estate were to be wherever the Falcon landed.

This exercise took place and Camperdown Estate was born.

While we have some knowledge of the reason for the falcon being in the
crest unforrunately the reason for the choice of colours remains obscure,

However, given thar it was a rural area in the nineteen fifties, the facr that
the crest is reasonably plain would seem to explain itself.

As readers will have noticed the club has again moved with the times, and

the apparent fashion consciousness of today, in that the Anniversary Tie is
quite different to the original.
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Steady development is preferable to the Quantum Leap

Since the early days the club has seen it as very important to provide a
service to members although at times the members could not agree on the
way forward.

The issue of Sunday Play is a good example considering it took a few
attempes to ger this passed ar the Annual General Meening. Letters to the
Scottish Bowling Association brought very little in the way of guidance from
the association rules bur the general feeling against was made very clear. On
14th March 1961 (by a vote of 18 to 2) this subject eventually received
limired approval, in that play could take place only after 12-30pm. In later
years, in line with the general change in outlook, this restriction was lifted in
stages and bowling can now commence at any tume.

During the initial years the focus was on providing a bowling surface
however developments concerning facilities had been progressed in various
steps after the formation of “The Green™.

The establishment, with the rremendous assistance of the volunteers, of a
small Clubhouse and the planting of the hedge and trees surrounding the
green brought additional comfort and amenity. Mr Briggs again proved his
generosity by donating the roof of the clubhouse and the introduction of
Lacker facilities rook place when Mr Briggs added to his philanthropy by
donating the money required to have lockers made.

During this period various stalwarts such as the first clecred green keeper Mr
W Stewart, ably assisted by Dave Scott, put in a great deal of time. They can
be seen, along with Mr R Low in one of the early pictures shown on page
22, Mr ] Elder and his merry band then carried on this good work.

In those early years the emphasis was on obtaining equipment, tables and
chairs, lockers etc. however the introduction of the Alcohol Sales Licence
changed matters and assisted the committee to be more adventurous. Again
in this sphere Jim Elder was to the fore raking the position of Bar Steward
for many a year.
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Congratulations to
Muirhead & Birkhill
Bowling Club
ONn your 50th Anniversary

58-64 Byron Street
Dundee Telephone 826124
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THE BIRKHILL INN

124 Coupar Angus Road, Birkhill

01382 581297

CONGRATULATIONS TO

MUIRHEAD & BIRKHILL BOWLING CLUB

ON YOUR 50th ANNIVERSARY

THE BIRKHILL INN IS A
REDWOOD LEISURE ESTABLISHMENT




A section of the current membership
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&

HAMPTOMN PEST COMNMTROL

Uniz 21, Manhattan Works

1 Court Btrest
Dundes DD3I 70Z
Tel: 01382 450555
Fax: 01382 AS0888
Email: staff@hamptontimber.sol. oo, uk
wrwrwr. hamptentimber. co.whk
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TRAINING
PLANT OPERATORS

Providing CPCS Approved Courses
on a Wide Range of Machinery.

- 180 Backhoe - 360 Excavator - Loading Shovels
«Stili Saw - Telescopic Kandler - Ride on Roller
« Dump Truck - Lorry Loaders/Hiab - Slinger/Signaler
- Abrasive Wheel - Mobile Elevating Work Platform
« Rough Terrain Forklift
Plus many more I

« Foundation Training for Novices
- Experienced Operators Training & Testing
* Also In House Training
- Safety Awareness
Courses Grant Approved
D.G Training
ROOM 9, SPFALOING HOUSE

8i0-92 IEEN STREET
DUNDEE DFFICE BROUGHTY FERRY RECEFTION: D382 TTESE1

TEL/FAK: 01382 480771 DUNDEE DD5 14) MOBILE: 07770 864534
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Steady development is preferable to the Quantum Leap

Since the early days the club has seen it as very important to provide a
service to members although at times the members could nor agree on the
way forward.

The issue of Sunday Play is a good example considering it took a few
attempts to get this passed ar the Annual General Meeting. Letters to the
Scomish Bowling Associarion brought very little in the way of guidance from
the association rules bur the general feeling against was made very clear. On
14th March 1961 (by a vote of 18 to 2) this subject evenmally received
limited approval, in thar play could take place only afrer 12-30pm. In later
vears, in line with the general change in outlook, this restriction was lifted in
stages and bowling can now commence at any time.

During the initial years the focus was on providing a bowling surface
however developments concerning facilities had been progressed in various
steps after the formation of “The Green”.

The establishment, with the tremendous assistance of the volunteers, of a
small Clubhouse and the planting of the hedge and trees surrounding the
green brought additional comfort and amenity. Mr Briggs again proved his
generosity by donating the roof of the clubhouse and the introduction of
Locker facilities took place when Mr Briges added to his philanthropy by
donating the money required to have lockers made.

During this period various stalwarts such as the first elected green keeper Mr
W Stewart, ably assisted by Dave Scott, put in a great deal of time. They can
be seen, along with Mr R Low in one of the early pictures shown on page
22 Mr | Elder and his merry band then carried on this good work.

In those early vears the emphasis was on obraining equipment, tables and
chairs, lockers etc. however the introduction of the Alcohol Sales Licence
changed matters and assisted the commattee to be more adventurous. Again
in this sphere Jim Elder was to the fore taking the position of Bar Steward
for many a year.
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Oher green as it was in 1989
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Friendly competition is the essence of achievement

Advancement in other directions has also taken place. From the original trophy
presented by Mr Briggs on the opening of the green we now have many club
trophies to be played for over the season. On the playing side it is known that
some of the early members were successful in other club’s open competitions
however the dare or name of the first Muirhead & Birkhill member to win
another club’s open competition is not recorded. Internal Competitions
developed with the donation of individual trophies over the years

Current Muirhead & Birkhill Trophies:-

Briggs Challenge Cup Genrs Singles
Donated by Mr A 5 Briggs on the
occasion of the opening of the green

Consolation Cup Gents Singles
Donared by 5kol Brewers

Helen Senior Commemorative Cup Ladies Singles
Donated by Mr Senior in memory of his wife

Sadie Low Consolation Cup Ladies Singles
Donated by Sadie & Martin Low

Esplin Trophy Mixed Singles - Handicap
Donated by Mr Esplin a manager with
[» C Thomson Lid

William Morrison Rosebowl Mixed Singles - Points
Donated by Mr Maorrison a Lochee Draper

Dave Scom Trophy Over 60's Mixed Singles
Donared by the Elder Family in memory of
Dave Scor a founder member

George Crichton Trophy Under 33's Singles
Donated by Ina Crichton in memory of her
husband

Coupar Trophy Mixed Pairs

Donared by Mr Coupar
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Friendly competition is the essence of achieverment

Tom Hanlon Trophy

J D Minto Trophy

Airchison Pairs

Gents Pairs  (Two Bowl)

Hogg Triples Rosebowl

Macmaster Trophy

Open Pairs

Jim Elder Pairs

Isa Mirchell Trophy

Bob Cadden Trophy

David Steele Trophy

Mixed Rinks
Donated by Tom and Mary Hanlon

Genrs Nominated Pairs
Donated by | D Minto

Ladies Two Bowl Pairs
Donated in memory of Nancy Airchison

Gents Two Bowl Pairs
Donated by Isabella Haxton

Mixed Triples
Donated by Andy Hogg a Dundee
MNewsagent

2 Bowl Mixed Triples
Donated by Ann and Graham Macmaster

Open Pairs
Donated by Scottish Brewers

Mominated Pairs
Bestowed by the club with thanks for the
invaluable work of Jim Elder a founder
member

Club Pair to go furthest in the
Open Pairs
Donated by the Mitwchell family to
commemorate [sa, a longstanding member
of the club.

Annual Comperition -
Broughty Castle B. C.
Donated by Mrs Cadden in memory of Bobby

Annual Competition with the
B.T. & PO, Veteran's Association
Donated by Mr Stecle
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Long term benefit rather than short term gain

Although there is no record of the original lease, it states in the Recreation
Committee accounts that the District Council paid £475-00 for the field
which was to become the Muirhead 8 Birkhill Recreation Park.

It seems clear from this that a lease must have been granted, probably for a
term of 20 vears as the new lease started in 1974,

At this time the President was Ed Mitchell and in 1998 the same gentleman,
together with his family, contributed towards the Club Trophy Collection by
donating the Isa Mitchell Trophy.

Isa was a long term stalwart member of the ¢lub and rthis rophy is now
presented, in her memory, to the club members who progress furthest in our
annual Open Pairs Tournament.

Another signatory to the lease was the then Secretary George Crichron.
George was another long term stalwart member of the club whose
relationship with the club, and whose love of bowling, was sufficiently strong
for his family to ask that they be allowed to scatter his ashes on our green. In
addition there was a Trophy in commemorarion which is presented to our
Under 35%s Singles winnet.

Of the two other signarories, Stan Nicoll is no longer a member and Jimmy
Reid, Past President has recently returned to the club.

As the copy of the lease shows this contract was 1o run for 40 years and, as
was the custom at that time, was given for a “Peppercorn Rent™. Also wrirten
in is a clause which signifies that, providing the ground is still used for its
original purpose, the council are required to continue the lease.

It is somewhat debatable if the current political climare would allow this type
of lease to be written today.

Later in the club minutes there is a copy of a Council Minute. This ¢larifies
thar the officers and sitting members were at pains to ensure that, after the
integration of the Angus, Dundee and Perth area’s into Tayside Region,
leisure facilities in rural places such as Muirhead & Birkhill and Wellbank
would be safeguarded.
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The best After Dinmer Speech ever beard ="I'll take the Bill"”

Gents Presidents
1955 A Brown
1936 A Brown
1957 A Brown
1958 ] P Hase
1959 W Johnwon
1960 A Low

1961 W H MNicall
1962 G M Sourer
1963 G M Souter
1964 & Geddes
1968 D Custhbermon
1966 A Hogg
1967 E Mclnrosh
1968 G Crichron
1969 G Crichran
15970 A K Kidd
1971 G Machers
1973 M S1eed
1973 ] Reid

1974 E Mirchell
1975 5 Migall
1976 5 Micoll
1977 H Keeffe
1978 ] Reid

1973 D Fergusson
1980 | Reid

1981 G Findlwy
1962 ] L Watson
1283 H T Smizh
1984 A Nairn
1985 H Eggo
1988 [ Webgrer
1987 G Motien
1988 A Dunning
1989 [ McBean
1930 R Ferguson
1991 I H S4ccle
1992 | D Minoo
1993 R Garnham
1994 | Grecn
1995 K G Johnston
1996 G | Macmusrer
1997 | Wassan
1998 A Nairn
199% G Millar
2000 | D Minmo
2001 T H Melirath
2002 A C Murray
2003 L Micchell
2004 | Lourar
2005 M Dusning

Gents Championship Winners  Gents Honours Board

1955 R Fisher
1956 | Seeweary
1957 | Ebder

1958 G Ross

1959 [ MePhemon
I'#60 H M Simpson
1%61 H M Simpson
1962 | Seewarr
1963 G Mathery
1964 G Ross

19635 [ Byars
1966 A W Hogs
1967 ]| Srewart
1968 [ Scomr

1969 R Low

1970 A Robermson
1971 G Crichron
1972 A Low

1973 1 Elder

1974 ] Elder

1975 G Ress

1976 5§ Micoll
1977 A Kidd

1978 G Findlay
1979 F Forbes
1980 G Ross

1981 § Vigeow
1982 G Findlay
1983 ] Minwo Jnr.
1984 H T Seath
1985 G Findlay
19%¢& G Findlay
1987 | Wagsan Jar,
1988 G Findlay
1958% E Mason
1920 G Findlay
1991 G Findlay
1992 M Biondi
1993 ] Wilson
1994 W Carlin
1995 K Hobeszon
1996 A Mairn
1937 | D Minto
1998 M Biondi
159%% K Ferguson
2000 G Findlay
Z001 E Mason
2002 K Fergusomn
20403 | Mulbolland
2004 R Caslin
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1973 Ferguion Siagley
1574 Ferguson 5Singles

1981 Caey of Dundee Triphes
1¥81 Killacky Fairs

1984 Killacky Pairs
1990 Findlay Leslie Trophy

1992 Scottish District Mixed Pairs
1982 Ciry of Dundee Rinks

1993 Scotuah Dasersct Mixed Pairs
1%%3 Thomson Trophy

1994 City of Dundee Under 35's Singles
1994 Angus Bowling Association Fours
1994 Gurhrie Fowrs

1995 City of Dundee Rinks

1937 Scottsh Districy Mined Paies

1997 Angus Bowling Association Pairs
1997 Ciey of Dusdes Under 35" Singles
1997 Cigy of Dundec Pairs

1998 Ciey of Dundee Triples

199% Hunrer Cup

2000 Flunter Cup

2000 Ciry of Dundes Triples

2000 Findlay Leslic Trophy

2001 Fundlsy Leshie Teophy

2001 City of Dunder Under 35' Singlex
2001 Thomson Trophy

2002 Thomson Trophy

213 Scoseish Districe Mixed Pairs
2003 Ferguzon Singles

2004 Ciry of Dundee Pairs



A good speech is like a good dress -

short enough to be interesting, but long enough to cover the subject

Lady Presdencs
1935

1956

1957

12355 M Marns
1959 G Gosells
1961 1 pomacana
1962 H}ﬁhﬂ-ﬁlﬂ

1F71 M hicab

1975 1 Hogg

1974 € Armatreng
1975 M AlcNah

1876 5 hachers

1977 1 Warzon
1978 ]| Rusheeriord
1973 ] Elder
1950 C Keele
1551 E Dushiz
1952 1 Badd
1553 H Alineo

1554 M Ferbes

1785 M H Duaning
1986 A § hlaemaiser
1987 A § hMacmaiges

19E8 M H Danning
1989 M H Dranning
1990 E Monion

1581 E Momnon
1992 A 5 Macmaser
1993 A 5 hMzcmavmer
1994 & Low

1993 5 A Johnsoon
1998 § 3 [ohnason
1997 A § Maconasoer

1995 A § Macmasoer
1999 D Mclarm
200 [r Miclaren
2001 E A Moran
2002 3 H Duaning:

2003 F E Smish
200+ Y Srarrock

2008 H 5 Nairn

1955
1956 G Cromella
1857 N Raobbic
1958 N Robbic
195% W Paul
190 B 5 Camt
1961 G Gonella
186 G Cronella
1963 R L Ogilvic
1965 O Gonella
1945 E Kidd
i#66 & Gonella

1869 | Sicchell
1970 1 Mlinchell
1971 M Mchiah
1971 | Elder

1973 M Mchah
1974 ] Elder
1974 ] Elder

1976 1 Alinchell

1977 1 Ainchell
1978 1 Mirchell
1579 | Elder
130 | Elkdzs
L¥E1 }ﬂdu
FFE2 A Elder
193 1 Mirchell

1784 A Elder
1985 | Elder
198 | Elder
1987 | Kidd

1988 | Kidd
195% | Broadhurs:
19590 | Brosdhurss

1931 D-Hl:l..ll'm

1557 D Mclarem
1928 [ MelLaren

15599 51 Forbes
2004 D Ml aren

2000 3 H Deanning
2002 51 H Danning
2003 | Elder

5 Marn
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Ladies Henouss Board

1983 Angen & hd-h-ltﬂndu
1983 Forfarshire Rinka

1984 Argrar &2 Prrthahine Singles
1954 Anpey 8 Forthahire Triples
19584 Forfandyire Trplo

1981 Anpos & Perthabans Singles
1#EE Forfarshire Rinka

1989 Sootxish Dhatnct Pasn

19%9 Farfardhire Triples

1992 Soomish Digrice Mauced Paz
1992 Sonctish Diatrict Twa Bowl Pairs
1992 Forfarchire Rinds

1993 Soocish Dissrics Mixed Pera
1993 Sooenish Disirict Trigled
1993 Forfarshire Triphes
1594 Scomiak Champicenbip, Sieghe
RFanner Up
1954 Angan 8¢ Perthahire Triples
1993 Sidlew Leagos Chaspion of
597 Pl Lo :
1994 League Chaspion of
Chusmpions i
1996 Angus & Pertbakine Simgles
1997 Loomish Decricn Mixed Pazri
1997 Scomish Diericn Fumles
Immmfﬂm' Pairy i
1997 J‘_eq.uﬂ:umm
Chamgeons Funks i
1997 Sidlaw Champion

1998 Scoatin Districy Too Bowd Pairs

19%% Sidlaw Lespar Champeon of
Champiors Singies

1959 Seoaminh Dismict Sangles
1958 Sidlaw Leagor Champion of
Chumpioes Singles



Walk before you run, You will get there in the end

Developments, in terms of club house and green facilities, have been
numerous over a long period of time.

Leading up to the 25th Anniversary of the club in 1980 a lengthy debate
rook place and it was decided to extend our building to provide a Function
area, a new Kitchen, new Toilets and a Committee room. (The area now
taken up by the Ladies & Gents lockers and the pool table).

I can well remember being involved, one Sunday, knocking through what
had been the rear exterior wall. Various people had been using a
sledgehammer but appeared to be making very little impression. In walks big
Jim Smith {now of Craigie Bowling Club) and asked what he could do to
help. Being a sizeable chap, to everyone’s surprise, on swinging the
sledgehammer he managed to explode it straight through the wall. There are
still those who say it would have happened anyway with the next blow but,
in those days, Jim presented “a fine figure of a man™ (some say he still does)
however the truth about this event will never be known.

Following the completion of this extension the club now had a dedicated
function area which was put to good use in the ensuing years.

[t may seem strange to some therefore, thar the Celebratory Dance was held
some distance away in the Meadowbank Inn.

On the other hand this funcrion was also the Presentation Dance as the
picture opposite shows and our new function area could not have coped
with the numbers who wished to artend.

There is not much in the way of records to tell us what other forms of
celebration took place in this, the 5ilver Anniversary, an important yvear for
the club. There have been some suggestions, for example, “drinks were
priced at 25p for the 25th Anniversary celebrations™ however the facr is, that
I cannot find anything to substantiate them.

It seems much more probable that these views are the “Rose Tinted Glasses
of Memory™ talking or just “Wishful Thinking™.
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The past is History, I'he future’s a Mystery,

But today is a Gift, that's why it is called "The Present”

Founder Members:
Mr A Falconer, Mr | Elder,
Mr W Milne, Mrs Gonella,

Mrs Cant {Takes af the 25h
Armmiveridry Pregermtaiion Dance, 980)

Trophies competed
for in 1980

Trophies competed
for today



Entertainers all are we

As the years move on the need to develop the “Evening Social” aspects of
elub membership became more apparent.

The fact that the population was taking more cognisance of the ability to “go
out socialising” in the evening created different opportunities for the
committee.

The members demand for an Alcohol Sales Licence was debated, sometimes
with great vigour, at a few Annual General Meetings prior to a licence finally
bting abtained.

Whilst there was, on an odd occasion, professional entertainment organised,
various other "Member/Artists™ provided home talent to create the Sarurday
Evening's entertainment.

The fact that alcohol was now available probably added to the hilarity on a
Samurday night when worthies such as the aforementioned Bobby Cadden,
Tom McBean and a good few others provided “Party Piece™ entertainment
for the assembled members. Bobby's legendary mime of a Game Keeper
getting “caught short™ when on a shoot on the hillside comes to mind.

Over the vears the situarion has changed and a variety of different types of
social enterrainment have been seen in the Club.

These changes have in some way been spontancous, reacting to the needs of
the members, and sometimes have happened as a result of the provision of
enhanced facilities (the addition of a Dance Floor ete).

Another service 1o the members was introduced in the form of “Private
Funcrions” whereby the member could have the use of the function area for
free (instead of incurring cost when hiring another venue). This has resulred
members defraving the cost of their celebrations and, on numerous
occasions, very enjoyable evenings for the celebrity/celebrities of the day.
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O wad somie Pow'r the giftre gie us, to see oursels as ithers see us!

Events such as the Coffee Morning, one of the events which provide a
testament 1o the effort the Ladies have pur into the club over the years (not
forgetting the Plant sale and general assistance given freely by the male
members); have stood the test of time. This event continues to be a good way of
bolstering club funds and provides an avenue for children and grandchildren to
be introduced to the club through the fun competitions such as target bowls.

Among a myriad of other notable diversions from the norm the entertainment
in past years has included members providing Amateur Drama Nights, Mr and
Mrs Competitions, and Ceildhs,

In today’s climare bringing in professional acts seems to be what the members
like best and support. The days of the old fashioned “Sing Song™ and provision
of home made entertainment seemed to be numbered, that is, until the ladies, as
is their want, thought differently. Initially, the male members wish to
demonstrate their appreciation of all the hard work the ladies carried out
throughout the vear, took the form of the men “Donning their Pinnies” and
serving the ladies a meal.

At the request of the ladies the format was changed to one which has proved o
be one of the most successful events that has been introduced, and which has
now been ongoing for a number of years.

Someone had the bright idea to organise a night when it was Ladies only and
thar the Ladies Committee would provide “entertainment”.

This started with a reasonably small artendance, however was so enjoyable thar,
in recent vears, it has been very difficult to accommodare all those who wish 1o
artend.

Many a good evening has been enjoyed by the ladies of surrounding clubs
invited by our existing members.

The “entertainment” provided by the Ladies Commitree has developed into
costumed cabaret and some wonderful productions have been seen. The Ladies
Committee members who have taken part over the vears are to be commended
and special mention has 1o be given to the “Producer™ Eleanor Motion,
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Winners- Scomish Rinks Championship 2001

M. Durrrrineg, B Stewpart, E. Moran & E Smith

Winners- Scottish Triples Championship 2003

E. Fergrson, |. Brogdfnerst & 5, Colerman
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L IV X Man for a that

Progression in other area’s of the club concerning the Ladies has also been
apparent.

This club, over the years, has been in the forefront of equality for female
members. Initially, for the first two years, the Ladies were not allowed to
join in with the men however in the 57/58 season this changed. In these
early days equal green time was pur in place and larer combined
comperitions became the norm.

This had developed, and progressed, to the point, where comperitions and
other acrivities within the club are all on an equal basis. In 2000 our
constitution was re written to reflect the existing thoughts ar that nme. A
large amount of consultation took place, a questionnaire was sent to all
members, and a Special General Meeting was held ro decide the way
forward. As a result equal voring rights and places on the General
Management Committee were given to the ladies. Today our Management
Committee are elected on a proportional representation basis. i.e. Six
positions are designated to be filled with Lady Members. Qur Lady’s
Committee President, Lady's Committee Vice President and Ladies Past
President have preference and the three other members are vored for at the
Annual General Meeting. The downside of this is that while, in the early
vears the ladies had a reduced fee, their fees are now also on an equal basis.

Regarding developments on the bowling side mention has to be made of the
fact that the Ladies have progressed further in the national competitions than
the men. Jokingly some of the men would argue that mixed bowling and
consequently a higher level of competition is whar has enhanced their
development.

Congratulations to the four who won the Scottish Rinks Championship in
2001 and went on to represent Scotland in Wales the following year.

Congratulations also to the three who won the Scottish Triples
Championship in 2003 and who represented Scotland in the 2004
Championships in Jersew
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Green Finpers to the for

Following the 25th Anniversary the buildings/facilities of the club remained
fairly sratic until the lare 80s.

During this period there were people who favoured improving the playing
surface prior to any further building alterations.

A sprinkler system was introduced, new bankings were installed and a
combination of events led to the club employing, for the first time, a

professional Greenkeeper.

Owur green had been known to many as being “a Good but Heavy Green”
however after the employment of Mr A Crichton things changed. In keeping
with the local tradition the club had employed a person who had “grown
up”™ in the village to do this job.

Archur’s ralents as a greenkeeper had been nurtured with Dundee District
Council and developed working on private golf course greens before he
branched our to form his own company. Arthur has his own methods
(including curting the green in bare feer) bur he came with good references.

He has succeeded in bringing our playing surface to a level where this, allied
to the good facilities thar we can provide, has meant the club has been
chosen to host Cities & County games over the last decade.

Thanks have to be given to the great number of volunteers, who throughout
the vears have been responsible for the attractive surrounds. Everyone does
this in their own styvle (one such effort involved the creation of the letters
ME&BBC in the main centre flower bed) however all should be congratulated
tor their efforrs and the expertise shown.

In recent vears the growth of the trees round the extremities produced
debare as to whether their height should be reduced. The “ayes™ had their
way and the trees have been lopped.
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LA <Ten Faret .|'-'I\.JI. FEEND :‘:It.flm.". 'f'.l'i. lI::
In order 1o solve a roof leakage problem and prevent significant ongoing

problems (including the porential of higher maintenance costs) it was
decided to add a pitched roof 1o the original extension area.

The commirttee had, over previous yvears, managed to put some monies
together and with prudent application and the help of the volunteers the
new roof was added.

When it became apparent monies were available another grear debate began:

* Should we, or should we not, develop the buildings any more?

* Should we create Indoor Rinks with sectional flooring providing the
dance area for fluncthions?

« Should we build upwards, another level on the existing buildings

* Would floodlights be a useful addition?

Members were undecided, a plethora of ideas were forthcoming, architects
were consulted, models were built and eventually it was decided 1o create a
new locker room to the south of the existing structures.

This structure was completed in 1990 although during the erecrion of this
new addition minds changed again and the end result was a new funcnion
area. This left our original function area to be converted to the current
Locker Room.

Once this was completed the commitiee were persuaded thar;
if vou do not move forward s

i o1 Are i fact not standing still  ——
~affmmm  byur are actually moving backwards.
They were persuaded to think longer term and produced a package that

included new Kitchen facilities, new Bar facilites, an upgrade of the Lounge
Bar and redecoration and new furniture for the Function area.
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tine the need athers. wwe meet the needs of onrselves

Prior to any building work commencing various possibilities were explored.
It was decided to use a step by step approach based on the amount of
finance available ar thar point in time. Luckily we managed to accomplish
the whole plan over a short period of five years.

First came the kitchen (1994) and, being heavily involved, 1 remember it
well, Grear efforts were made to ensure the ladies were part of the decision
making process. A variery of rechnical hirches had to be overcome, site
problems, special purpose drainage, regulations etc. however my memory

directs me to other kinds of complications.

One thar comes 1o mind most easily was being able to demonstrate to the
ladies {and achieve consensus for) the new kitchen design prior to build. On
more than one occasion chairs were set out to simulate the walls, doorways
erc. giving a tangible, visual portrayal rather than looking ar an archirects
drawing. These efforrs were not in vain as all who have viewed or used the
kitchen agree that the end result made these exertions worthwhile.

Thereafter (1995) came the bar where the changes produced other dilemmas,
from floors ar different levels, to plumbing, 1o design. Whilst contractors
were emploved o complere the actual works, Ivor McBean {(now of Baxter
Park B.C.), Stan Barrie and Jim Buchan were three among others who gave

invaluable assistance in connection with these installations.

Anvone who can remember the old, small “bolevholes™ thar served as the
kirchen and the bar for so many vears will appreciate the difference thar
these changes have made.

More recently, the décor and equipment in the lounge (1999) and the
funcrion area (2001) have been upgraded to provide higher levels of comfort

to the members and guests alike.

In rotal over recent yvears, the spend has been in excess £160,000.
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Tom finished second in last nights final: -
Dave came one from last.

Events do lend themselves to unusual occurrences and 1 am sure there are
plenty stories that can be rold.

One that comes to the author’s mind, perhaps because it was he who was
involved, contains elements of the old and new - the essence of this booklet.

During a game where the combatants knew each other very well the banter
thar existed was, as normal, quite substantial. (This was nothing to the
banter which came after the incident). Perhaps the laughter and continual
bending were the reasons for the occurrence burt this we will never know.

A male member of the club, who was warching this game, received urgent
signals from his wife {who was raking part). It had transpired that the elastc
in her underwear had “given up the ghost™ and our member was given
instrucrions to go and retrieve another piece of underwear from their nearby
house. As hushbands do, he asked the question “Where do 1 find them™.
Flustered, his wife gave him directions to “take them off the washing line™
and then tried to continue with the comperirion.

Behind the rink, sitting enjoving the bowls and sunshine were two elderly
lady members. Although long past the stage of actually playving the game they
were still “thinking” every bowl from their spectator’s position and were
party to the evenrts as they unfolded.

On his retarn, with a replacement for the offending arricle crushed up in his
palm, the husband arempted to attract his wife’s artention. On doing so he

passed over the arricle with the thought thar she could visit the ladies room

and “re dress the balance™.

At this point, in unison, the two elderly ladies commented -

“Ave, voung lad, vou wouldn’t ger my knickers
to crush up in your hand like that™
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Tire shortest and :-'n..i‘n..lru |!I|.'.:-C|" sehool refrore.

“He does bis best, [ .-I',fJ'-.n'r.'.I'm
Over the vears we have had many who have “done it more than once”,
whether this was winning a particular competition or assisting in the work of
the club. This historical rale would not be complete without mentioning a

few of the many.

In this respect names come forward and they should be admired for their
skill and/or commitment:-

Mrs Jessie Elder - Winner - Ladies Singles Championship ten rimes
between 1967 and the year 2003

Mr Glen Findlay = Winner =  Genrts Singles Championship eight times
between 1978 and the year 2000

Various officials have had the renure of post for extremely long times and
therefore they also deserve our respect for their dedication.

Messrs A Brown & ] Reid - each being Male President three times
Mrs A Macmaster — Lady President over six different vears

Mr Hugh Keefe = Secretary for ten years

Mr Mike Dunning = Treasurer for Nine years

Mr Alec Kidd - Martch Secretary for fourteen years

Mr Eddie Mason — Manch Secretary for eleven years

Mr 5 Barrie = Decorator in Chief for the last rwenty odd years
and, in addinoen, Hat Night Convener for the last nine years.

As well as all of the above, who have had an immeasurable effect on the

club, we must include the unnamed heroes who have worked and played
alongside the few I have mentioned to produce the club thar we have today.
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As can be seen during the reading of this bookler withour the volunteers any
club would not funcrion. Energetic people to take on rasks such as official

positions, committee responsibilities and/or o carry our necessary works for
the club are in great demand.

Our thanks must be given to the many who have contributed so much in the
last 50 vears.

We must hope thar this culture continues and the club continues its progress
and remains in the forefront in the coming years.

The following poem (origins unknown however the copy obtained from a
Fife Bowling Club whilst playing in the “Three Counties™) asks the age old
question regarding club members.

“DO YOU JUST BELONG”

Are you an active member - the kind that would be missed
Or are you just a member - that your name is on the list
Do you attend the meeting - and mingle with the crowd

Or do you stay at home - and grumble long and lond
Do you ever belp in any work - or leave it to just a few
And talk about the “Cligue™ - that never includes you
Come to the green more often - and belp with hand & heart
Dot just be a member - but take an active part
Thisnk this over members - you know the right from wrong

Do you wish to be remembered - or do vou just belong?

It is therefore a comment thar | would encourage every President, of any
club, to enthuse the membership - in order thar the volunteers come forward
when required.
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What's a’ fore you won't go past yvou

As menrioned earlier, at the opening function on 28th May 19535 the major
benefacror, Mr A 5 Briggs, was given a presentation. The item was a Wooden
Quaich, with a Silver Centre, suitably inscribed.

As the picture and newspaper article on the opposite page will reveal, on the
club’s Fortieth Anniversary we were very lucky to retrieve this heirloom.

It transpired thar the Quaich had somehow or other been on sale ar the Errol
Boor sale. On purchasing the article and taking it home this larest club
benefactor Mr Henry commenced cleaning the Quaich. When doing so he
revealed the inscription and subsequently contacted the Bowling Club with a
view ro donating it back to the ¢lub.

This Quaich is currently on display in the Trophy Cabinet.

In a similar vein, when our clubhouse was being spring cleaned ready for the
alteration in 1995 we found a pair of bowls which had appeared from
nowhere. On investigation it was revealed that they were connected to the
Bridge of Earn Bowling Club.

We can only guess that the connection was through Broughty Castle Bowling
Club.

Given some research the conclusion was thar the Bridge of Earn Bowling
Club at one time had a fixtare with Broughty Castle Bowling Club, would
sail down the river to it, and that these bowls were related, in some way to
this game.

The facr thar we had a fixture with Broughry Castle Bowling Club would
seem to explain why these were found in our club.

Bridge of Earn Bowling Club was contacted and a meeting arranged. On
arrival to present the arnicles to Bridge of Earn Bowling Club the group
representing our ¢lub were pleasantly surprised. A Cheese and Wine
receprion had been organised rogerther with an exhibition of the memorabilia
already existing in their club.

(Bridge of Earn Bowling Club dates back vo 1859)
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CHAMCE buy at an
Ermmol car boot sale has
tumed up a missing
piece of a bowling club’s hastor
perfecily in time for their 4h
anniversary celebrations ol the
end of this month
Muirhead and Birkhill members
had believed that a
commemaorative bowl presented
i o patron whise g:.'n.:ruhi'l:-'
h:.'lThH.l estabhsh the clibh was

lowil Forevier,

Dundees man Frank Hendry
b H.1_I..'h.[ the |.'|.r'“_|.1|: shallow
wooden bowl a coupls of

Sundays ago and only began to
wonder if it was something
unusual when he noticed it
appeared o have a  oon
embedded m the  bBOIToan.
However, 1l was :.1L'|1.1:.1||} an
engraved COMmMmemoranive
meedal.

Once he knew the Bowl's history,
Mr Hendry offered to donate i

back 1o the club
Struck by the Muirhend amd

Birkhill Recreation Associalioon,

the medal and bowl was
pn:m:mq'n;! o Mr AL S !:!:llg_'_h [ {%]
mark the opening of the bowling
green on May 28, 19535,

Club secretary and historian
An..]} Wilson was “howled over"”
by the discovery.

He explained, “Mr Brggs made
an initial donation of £250 when
||'|n.',' H:‘\,’T-l.,'.il.liilll. ASLOCIAlHOn Wik
trwing 1o pet itself established in
1951].

“Then, when the men decided o
bamibd @ htw'l:lzl.:_.: green, they sel
about doing it themselves,

“Mr Briggs used 1o pass in his
car and one day he stopped when
he saw them working. When he
wias wold they were building a
bowling green, he offersd o
match every £1 that was raised
tor =&l up the club,™



Adding variety is a way of maintaining interest

In 1987 Carper Bowling was introduced to the club by Rab McQueen.
Initially it was a small number who took part and fundraising was required
to obrain the equipment.

The interest in Carpet Bowling grew and now provides a welcome digression
for our members in the winter. Given thar our floor is of a good standard,
our plaving surface is recognised as being among the best in the area.

Mumbers increased ro the point where, in the 1994, 1997, 1998, and 1999
seasons there were 8 teams (approximately 54 members) who took positions
in the Dundee Area Leagues Teams.

In addition other member’s, outwith league players, ook part in the Monday
evening Hat Nights. This increase necessitated the purchase of another
carpet and it is necessary, at this point, to thank Rab McQueen and all others
who assisted in any way with the provision of the original, and over the
years, the replacement equipment.

This section of the club appear to be more than self supporting, in that they
have organised reciprocal visits with other clubs, they organise and deliver a
Christmas Dance and a Burns Supper. It is right to express our gratitude ro
the members of the Carper Bowling section in particular Rab, John
Robinson, Norma McLeod and all the others who have assisted over the
vears in creating and maintaining this winter acrivity:- I'm sure the “Monday
Gang” would miss their evening ger togethers.

In 1999 the Carper Bowling British Legion Fours Competition was given
another name for the one yvear only. It was renamed “The Gold Cup” in
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Carpet Bowling League. Thanks
to Morag & Danny Fraser, John Robinson and Ron Ramsay, who were
successful in rhis Knockour Competition (beating some very strong rcams
along the way); this one off Anniversary Cup now resides in our Trophy
Cabinet.

Annually the quality of our member’s play is again shown in club
representation ar the Dundee League Prize Giving Evening where many a
trophy has come the way of our members.
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Different strokes for different folks

In the winter an increasing number of our members enjoy playing ar the
Dundee Indoor and, here also, the club name is held in respect.

At a rough count the current number of members taking part would be in
the region of between sixty and seventy although this fluctuates from year 1o

Vear.

Some would describe the Indoor as more compentive but others would
favour the argument that the Outdoor is just as competitive, but certainly
much more social, thus giving the impression of being less compertitive.

Whilst most would agree the social side of bowling is not as evident in the
Indoor as it is during the outdoor season most Indoor members will
describe:

- the absence of Sai'urday Afternoon Inter Club Fixtures

- the absence of the associared meal halfway through

- the fact that most people are driving

- the minimal opportunity to “nip to the bar™

as restricting the opportunity to socialise thus crearing a rotally different
atmosphere.

However, not withstanding that this therefore changes the essence of the
interaction berween bowlers, it is nice to have the opportunity to keep
contact with fellow bowlers during the winrer.

Generally we have members (male & female) who play for the indoor select
and the club is normally represented during the finals gala week.

In terms of competition our club members are held in regard with a variery
of people, both male and female, in the forefront.

Notable among others are Jane Broadhurst, Margaret Dunning, Mary Forbes,
Eddie Mason, John Minto & Alex Nairn for their play over the years bur,
probably the highlights in recent years have been Alex Mawhinney - Gents
Singles runner up in 1997 and Doreen Mason winning the Ladies Singles in
Seasons 98/99 and 99/2000.
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While we had good bowlers in past years, if a measure of good is winning,
then we currently have one of the strongest memberships for many a year.
Examples of players in the Cities and Counties teams, the number of
Scorrish, Local and Club Open Compertitions where the Muirhead & Birkhill
Club is represented in the final stages and indeed carrving on to win, is
indicative of qualitv. This is apparent when perusing the Honours Listings on
pages 42 and 43.

In recent vears the strengrh and depth and also the grade of the current
membership has been demonstrated by being runner up in the third year,
after winning the Thomson Trophy (6 rinks, aggregare score) two years in
succession. In the same vein, the club was fortunate to have won the Findlay
Leslie Trophy two years running; one of those wins in the same year as the
Thomson Trophy.

The ladies have already been mentioned, in terms of their success in the
Scottish Championships however, we should not ignore their effores in local
competitions. Not only have they done well in Sidlaw League and local open
competitions they have travelled further (Bridge of Earn, Dunning etc.) and
have achieved success.

Entries into mixed competitions have also been apparent, some as far afield
as the Helensburgh area, and a measure of success has also been achieved in
this sphere of competition. The most recognisable, in terms of status, being
Bob Ferguson and Margaret Dunning who, in 2003, beart the local and area
competitors before travelling to Paisley and reaching the Semi Finals of the
Scortish Mixed Pairs,

The debare continues as to whether the culture of the club should be to

= give every member, who wishes, an opportunity to take part in these
competitions.
or o
* send our, what is purported to be, the strongest teams in an attempt
to win honours for the club.

In the vears o come the newer/vounger members will have a history to
emulare bur this should not be impossible in view of the fact that we already
have rwo voungsters (Ross Carlin & Chris Stewart) playing for the Ciries &
Counties and Indoor Select teams.

0



; s a—
Year 2005 Programine Highlights

Issue of the new “Anniversary Logo™ Ties, Scarf’s & Booklets 15th & 16th/04/05

Opening of the Green - Social Evening - Clubhouse 15/04/05
Dedication of Mine MNew Spectator Sears and Viewing Area Tables/Chairs
for the green surroundings 16/04/05
Opening of the Green Charity Game-(President V Vice Presidem) 16/04/05
Ladies Open Pairs 07/05/05 & OB/05/05
Planting of the Anniversary Flower Beds 20005/05 ro 310505
Anniversary Dinner/Dance - Invercarse Hotel (Dress oprional) 03/06/05
Anniversary Celebrarion Invitation Games (provisional dates) 0B/07/05
15/07/05
2207703
Open Pairs Weekend 035/08/05 vo 07/08/03
Anmiversary Celebration Invication Games 12/08/035
190805
26/08/05
02/09/05
D2/0905
Finals Gala Days 1150905 & 18/09/05
Closing of the Green Charity Game 2410203

S

ISLE OF SKYE
SCOTCH WHISKY

CONGRATULATE
MUIRHEAD AND BIKHILL BOWLING CLUB

ON THEIFR. 50TH ANNIVERSARY
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BEER SELLER

. waverley

wines & spirits

“\Waverl eyTBS

FrHE TOTALE DRINKS COMPANY

A good business is just a matter
of simple mathematics
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O

woodrow'’s

Soft Drinks, Beers Ciders
Wines & Spirits
Suppliers to the Licensed
and Retail Trade

Congratulations to
Muirhead & Birkhill Bowling Club
on your Golden Anniversary

Head Office
Pitreavie Business Park, Queensferry Rd
Dunfermline. KY11 8QT
01383 728184

Depots
Inverurie
01467 634800
Brechin Brechin
01356 622870 01356 622870

www.woodrows.co.uk
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BORDERNMATICS LTD

A LOCALLY BASED INDEPENDENT
COMPANY WHICH HAS SERVED THE
AREA FOR OVER 25 YEARS

All the latest equipment

e JUKE BOXES
~ * POOL TABLES

e GAMING
MACHINES

e TRIVIA

Sales & Service

9am - 10pm

7 Days a week

For further information
please call us on:

ﬂ"’l 332 21666

Unit L, Scotts Way, West Pitkerror Industrial Estate, Dundee

]
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Winters

16 Dunsinana Avenue
Dunsinaneg Industrial Estate
Dundee DD2 30T

Tel: 01382 813813 Fax: 01382 B11588




Make it your home

FreeCall 0800 BB 33 BB

: : o visik
i wwwi.betthomes.co.uk

ALL ABOUT YOLI
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